Professional Development Conference

Meeting the Needs of Language Learners. Express Day’14 in Liepaja.

6 February, 2014
Programme

9.00 - 9.20  Registration – lobby, 4th floor
9.30 - 10.50 Workshop " Auction of Ideas for Teaching Languages"
Group I (elementary school) – Room 221

Group II (basic school) – Room 227

Group III (upper-secondary school) – Assembly Hall 
Seminars by Steve Lever, Express Publishing Senior ELT Consultant - Assembly Hall 
11:00-11:50

Let me Tell you a Story 
Story telling may well be as old as language itself, and is arguably one of the oldest forms of teaching. In this session we will look at how we can take this skill and use it in the modern classroom. Taking examples from ‘Smileys’, we will be looking at why the use of stories in course books is an effective foreign language teaching tool, and how we can use them to get maximum benefit.

 

12:00-12:50
Mixing it up 
When it comes to learning, ‘one size does not fit all’. Each individual is born with a unique combination of talents and abilities, and strengths and weaknesses. It is this mixture a teacher is called on to cater for every lesson.

In this session we will look at ways in which the general educational principles behind differentiated instruction can be applied in the language classroom. We will demonstrate that through a greater awareness of the range of learning styles and learner needs, lessons can become much more engaging, dynamic, and productive. Examples will be taken from the ‘Prime Time’ series.

 

12:50-13:20 Break

13:20-14:10

Boosting Brain Power

To create a classroom environment that allows the brain to do what it does best, we need to take certain factors into consideration. When we begin to understand the workings of the mind, we can organize our classrooms in a way that is conducive to boosting brain power. We will examine the ‘Brain Rules’ explained by John Medina and see how they can be meaningfully and usefully applied to the modern EFL classroom. Examples will be taken from the ‘On Screen’ series.

14:10-14:30
Closing Remarks & Certificates
Conference venue: Liepaja University
Registration: dagnijadh@gmail.com till 3 February
